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August 9,2007 
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Re: Commissioner McDowell, represent those Virginians and Amecicans in need of win?lass service 

Dear CMmisbbner Robart McDoweII: 

The following letter expresses my views so well that I am only adding a personal plea to the beginning. 
Apan from the fairness Issue Ot rural Americans not having Ihe same BCC~YI as those who live in amas 
where It is more pmMable to serve. I see this as simlar to the rural dectriiication efforts by Franklin 
Rmsevelt Somoono has to have lhe fortitude to make impartant things happen for Americans who need 
it Pecbonaily. I wanted to move to a more rural a m ,  butsatt(ed for another site because il has ~ccess to 
wireless technology. In Ntal amas, sometimes It le a l i f e  and death isaue to be able to use wireless, but 
more gemlly,  it keeps those regions from growing educationally and economically. Yw am a Virginian. 
and I betieve your twliie that this is appalling end deWnental for our wandem1 stste of Viinii en6 Aw 
wr counby. My faith in government has been sorely tested In the last few years because of all the things 
that have happened in tho MUM of my country for which I had no vaice. I want to bust that government 
can wwk P W  don't medy represent big business because they have your ear. Someone is supposed 
to be representing us, the dtbens ofvtrginia and the United States. 

I understand that the FCC is mnsiderlng several measures regarding the use ofthe Un[versal Servioa 
Fund (USF) for wireless service. I am writing to urge you to oppose any p-1 that wwld result in lesb 
wireless fundii. Ideas like the pmposed wimless-onfy cap are anti-campetitive, because they 
single out wireless technology. which consumers am choosing more and mom over landlines. We should 
be rewarding mmpetitier. not punishing it what's mom, NI~I Americans desenre the same access to 
telecom senrices that am available in the mt of the country--isn't that the purpose of the USF? 

The FCC should CDnSider what limiting the g m t h  of wireless ~cce88 will mean for rural America: wireless 
technokgy plays an everinmasing role In economic growth and is a criIica1 insbument in wnergency 
sihratlons. but if USF funding for WkeleDS is reduced, many communities may never realiie these benefits. 
In a counby that prides ihlf on equalii, il seems hypoaitical to restrict certain individuals' BCCBSB to an 
essential tool simply because oftheir geographic kcation. especiauy when they have mlributed for years 
to the USF along with everyone else. 

Commissioner McOoweU , I urge you to wote against any proposal that would result in less funding for 
wirekwa service. Rural ddenk of V i in ia  and everywhem in Amefica are counting on you to pmted our 
public safety and encourage economic QIDWUI by supporting wireless funding from the USF. 

Dianna Richahson I. 
540-250-3809 
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